Information
Western Europe - Western China Transit Corridor 


        The total length of the Western Europe – Western China international Corridor from the Lianyungang port in China to Saint Petersburg in Russia is more than 8,4 thousand km, where 2 777 km run through Kazakhstan, out of which 2 452 km are to be reconstructed (from Khorgos on the border with China, to Martuk on the border with the Russian Federation with exit to Orenburg). This corridor also provides exits to Uzbekistan and Kyrgyzstan.

        The construction of the highway through the territory of the Republic of Kazakhstan is financed by loans from International Financial Institutions and co-financed by the Government. For today the 2 028 km road from the Russian Federation to the Almaty oblast via the cities of Aktobe, Kyzylorda, Shymkent, Taraz has been opened to traffic. The full completion is planned in 2016.
On April 16, 2009 in Beijing, Memorandum with China was signed on creation of the Western Europe - Western China Corridor. Currently, within the framework of this Memorandum, China has fully completed construction of the road of 3 425 km.

On September 22, 2008 in Aktobe, Memorandum of cooperation and development of the Corridor was signed between the Ministry of Transport and Communications of the Republic of Kazakhstan and the Ministry of Transport of the Russian Federation.
The route of the Corridor in Russia “Saint Petersburg - Moscow - Vladimir - Kazan - Bavly - Orenburg – Kazakhstan border” with length of 2 493 km was determined in March 2013.
 
         According to the information, reconstruction and repair works on the following road sections in Russia are carried out:
· Saint Petersburg – Moscow, including Central Circular Road of 724 km length to be completed in 2018;
· Individual sections between Moscow, Kazan and Shali-Bavly.
For reference: Ryazanov - President of OAO Russian Holding Company offers to implement the Meredian Road Project from Kazakhstani border to Moscow tentatively starting from the Saratov region through private investments. According to the information of the Rossavtodor Sate Company there are no feasibility studies and design estimates.

        The implementation of this route is of great importance in increasing the transit potential not only for Kazakhstan, but for all participating countries.

         Economic studies have shown that the project will bring the following benefits for Kazakhstan: 
· Saving by reducing the cost of the vehicle maintenance – 63 million dollars  

  annually;

· Saving by reducing travel time – 226 million USA dollars annually;

· Benefit from reducing the accident rate – 332 thousand dollars annually;

· Increase in foreign trading by 2020, expressed in the expansion of exports and
  imports by 32% and 33% respectively.
According to the studies conducted in the framework of the feasibility study development for this project, it is expected that by the end of the project, the total cargo traffic will increase by 2.5 times and will be about 33 million tons per year.
